World War II Research Overview and Topic Suggestions

For this next assignment, you will be asked to research a topic relating to World War II and conduct a short analysis of the impact of the topic on the war and the world today. This will be a very intensive project, but one in which you will learn valuable research skills and be able to apply all the grammar concepts discussed in class into your writing. Embrace the challenge!

Overview and Expectations

Topic: You may choose a person, place, battle, weapon, event, movement, etc. My hope is that you will choose a subject that interests you, and that you come to know much more about that subject, WWII, and the world as a result of your research. The goal of this paper is to focus on the impact your topic had on the war and the world today. Your thesis statement will help focus your paper!

Research: You must be able to find information about your topic from six different sources, two of which need to be from books. Others include newspapers or magazines (periodicals), Internet, journals and videos and documentaries. If you cannot access a book or other material about your topic, you may not write your research paper about that topic. 

Note Cards and Source List: You will keep track of the facts you’re finding during research through the use of note cards. You must also keep track of the sources you used to find information that you are using in the paper. This is done with a Source List. Keep this as a separate file in addition to information on the note card itself (this will help in case one gets lost or mixed up). Don’t forget to add each source to this list as you write out note cards. 

You must turn in AT LEAST 50 note cards. The more you do, the easier it is to write out the drafts. There isn’t a requirement for an outline, so the note cards will serve as the skeleton for your paper. For help on filling out note cards, see the TERM PAPER GUIDELINES AND NOTE CARDS file on my website, mrhakimsclass.weebly.com.

Writing Process: Research papers cannot be written at the last minute. To be sure that you are following the Writing Process, and to help ensure the highest quality paper possible, we’ll do frequent check-ups on your progress. Note cards, source list, works cited page, rough drafts, peer reviews, feedback and final drafts are all part of your grade for this assignment.

The paper itself will be 6 to 10 pages, in MLA format, and will include a works cited page (this doesn’t count toward your page total). 

Due Dates: This will be discussed upon our return to school. Prior to that, you should have your topic, ALL 50+ note cards and the Source List completed. That gives you these next two weeks to research and complete the note cards. Remember, the more note cards, the better off you are.

Topic Suggestions

These suggestions are simply to get you started in your thinking. At the same time, some of them are still very, very basic. Ask yourself: What do you want to say about the topic? What’s the point you’re trying to make, or the information you’re trying to convey? These questions, amongst others, will help focus your topic, hone in your research and build toward your thesis statement.

· 
· United States entry into the war
· Rights of African Americans during the war
· Animals and the war
· The war and art
· Clothing and the impact of fashion
· Communication during the war
· Impact of the war on ordinary people
· Rise of Adolf Hitler
· War in the sky
· New inventions and products
· Nutrition issues
· Allied occupation of Germany
· Allied occupation of Japan
· Atlantic Wall
· Auschwitz
· Medicine and the war
· Women’s work at home
· Advertising
· Occupations
· Propaganda — in Germany, the United States and elsewhere
· Toys
· New products
· Winston Churchill
· The Holocaust
· “Kilroy was here”
· Nationalist Socialist movement in America
· POW camps after the war
· Political impact
· Impact on families and society in Hawaii
· Prisoners of War
· Spies
· War crime trials
· Views on freedom
· Women in warfare
· Bridges and roads 
· Technology
· Role of warplanes
· Red Army in the war
· Attack on Pearl Harbor
· Defeat of Hitler’s Blitzkrieg
